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THE COMMANDING GENERAL 
FAR EAST AIR FORCES 
APO 925, C/O POSTMASTER 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 
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10 March 1952 


Dear Tomny, 


I have your letter of 27 February. I appreciate your expression of 
interest in our electronic intercept problems and your offer of assis- 
tance. I feel that our entire Electronic intercept program is unrealis- 
tic and dangerously “dated." To illustrate, permit me to outline our 
program here in the ‘Far East. 


‘Our task is twofold. First, we must maintain electronic: surveillance 
of the entire Far East Coastal area from the Arctic Ocean to Hainan Is- 
land in accordance radio AFOOP-C TS-1431 of 17 May 1950. Upon receipt of 
the additional RB-50 ferret aircraft, we will more nearly approach a capa~ 
bility of satisfactorily accomplishing this task. 





- XI appreciate the delay which was occasioned by the necessity for pro- 

curement of equipment. and the training of crews. At present we are also 

r having considerable difficulty in getting full utilization. The air- 

fo craft are AOCP for an excessive amount of time, hence we are getting a 
very low sortie rate. I'm presenting these factors merely to. point out 
that while I'm thankful for these three (3) additional aircraft, we can- 
not relax and feel that the program has been properly implemented until 
we can get better equipment and can achieve a higher utilization of sams. 





Secondly, we must accurately locate and determine employment of 











i. ie So a the enemy's radar facilities in Korea in support of the war effort. In this 

ee regard, we are woefully weak. The RB-50s will definitely increase our 

‘ AeA VE be capability for general search, However, the equipment installed in these 

: | i 3 aixcraft was designed in the early '40s and cannot satisfactorily cope with 

i i e 3 all of the transmissions emitted by the radar presently being employed by 

yi x a © the enemy. The equipment is particularly ill-adapted in its recording 

is : “'% features and in its provisions for obtaining accurate direction-finding 

i Vo'oty 2 wm (D/F) fixes. The latter became painfully obvious when we attempted to 

i nara tt Pinpoint enemy radar stations in Korea so that Hank Everest could go to 

i a Work on them, We must face the fact that we do not have the capability of 

' me | ko © ~ providing tactical units with exact D/F fixes. In the meantime, the enemy 

1 | b ty continues to operate his radar unmolested, 

| a : . i 

| { | 1a ' YT am leaning toward the opinion that there is a definite need within 
hg hig haf the Tactical Air Force for-a ferret capability. We have equipped one B-26 

| ERS 

| 2 \squnity hets, | Te Sr ee 

| 


baa f aa _— 


 —~ AFODG TSC ¥ Ree se ee | 
Gun) : COR EMF 











Ltr to General White 
Page 2 
10 March 1952 


(and are working on four more) to explore the possibilities of a tactical 


erret. Here again we run into an ‘equipment requirement which neither 
the 50s nor the Navy ferrets can fill to assist the Fifth Air Force. 
As a local expedient, we recently modified the radar equipment (SCR-720) 
on an F-& and we now have this equipment in the trial stage. We hope 
for more precise D/F-ing in line with combat zone requirements. We are 
equipping two of the above B-26s with this equipment for further test and 
utilization in locating enemy radar stations within Korea. My staff is 
preparing a statement of the overall requirement for the tactical ferret 
capability. That statement will include our information concerning the 
modified airborme redar. Our experience to date has indicated that there 
is a firm. requirement for a tactical ferret capability. I have been in- 
formed that the Tactical Air Command is also moving towards a recognition 
of the need for a ferret capability. ‘ 


The analysis equipment of the Wilson Project was a definite aid to 
the theater program although it too could stand much improvement. My 
staff is anticipating the arrival of the analysis expert of R&D Command 
as that will enable us to arrive at concrete recommendations concerming 
the equipment to be installed in the laboratory B-29 which you propose to 
furnish us. Pending the arrival in the theater of this airplane, we are 
re-installing the Wilson Project equipment in a B-29 which has been re- 
turned to us after DIR. 


Regarding the correlation of Navy and FEAF capabilities in electronic 
reconnaissance, there has been excellent cooperation on the part of the 
personnel in the two Headquarters at the working level. We are receiving 
an appreciable amount of information which is collected by intercept sta- 
tions on the Navy patrol aircraft, ferret equipped carrier aircraft, sub- 
marines, and Naval vessels. The flow of information obtained from the 
Navy comes close to that obtained by FEAF ferret aircraft. Last fall, 
Navy placed four (4) ferret aircraft having five (5) ferret positions 
each at Sangley Point. in the Philippines. At the time these aircraft 
arrived, CNO limited their operation to the Chinese coastline area South 
of 32°, Informal efforts have been unable to get them to employ these 
aircraft in other areas of FEAF interest. The information obtained from 
the Navy ferrets is not fully satisfactory due to the fact that these 
aircraft have not yet received the complete electronic equipment for 
which they were designed, I am not sure that we can secure employment 
of these aircraft at all points in the FEAF area. At present, they - 
are being utilized in that portion of our area of responsibility in which 
their principal interest lies. This is the Chinese Coast, South of 52°N. 
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‘In conclusion, all evidence available in this theater points to the 
belief that there is no shortage of ground radar equipment within the 
Communist forces. Furthermore, it appears to us that in some respects 
specific capabilities have been developed by the Commmists which we 
cannot presently determine. 


Sincerely, 


0. G WEYLAND 


Lieutenant General, U. S. Air Force 
Commanding 


tay | 
Lieutenant General Thomas D. White, USAF 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations ots ae ee 
United States Air Force pale or Ee 
National Befense Building 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Lieutenant General, USAF 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations 
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